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VI dn Account of a fmall Telefcopical Comet
feen at London on the voth of June i717.
by Edm. Halley, LL.D. R. Soc. Secr.

lar Syftem is much greater than fome, on ac-

count of the late rarenefs of cheir Appearance,
have fuppofed it, -may be colle@ted from feveral fmali
ones which have within few Years been defcribed in the
Memoirs of the Fresch Royal Academy of Sciences 3
thofe diligent Obfervers affuring us that they difcover’d
one in Sept. 1698. another in Febr. 1699. a third in
April 1702: and again a fourth in Novemb. 1707. none
of which, as far as I can learn, were ever feen in Enge
Jand; all of them having been very obfcure and with-
out Tails, by means whereof Comets ufually firft thew

THAT the Number of Comets traverfing our So-

themfelves. ~And befides thefe, two other Comets with

emarkably long Tails, the one in Novemb, 1689. the o-
ther in Febro :702. paft by unobfervable in thefe our
Northern Climats, they having great South Latitude,
and their Motions directed toward that Pole. Hence
we may juftly conclude thar the Returns of Comets are
much ‘more frequent than is vulgarly reckoned, and
that it is only contingent that for thefe 3§ Years no one
of them has been feen and obferved by our Aftronomers.
But there may be ftill a much greater Number of
thefe Bodies, which by reafon of their Smallnels and
Diftance are wholly invifible to the naked Eye; fo that
unle(s Chance do dire@ the Telefcope of a proper Ob-
{erver, almoft to the very Points where they are (againt
which there are immenfe Odds) it will not be pofiible
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for them to be diicovered: And :har this is not barely
a LOH_]\.&.IU{"L, take the foilow mg inilanca.
Gn Jdsadsy, }@m 10. in the Bveaing, z‘:‘xe SRy being
very icrenc wnd caim, 1 was de ‘u*u&; to take a View of
the Disk of Aars (then very sear the Eartr’), and ap-
pearing very giorious ) to {ce :f‘ cceuld: dilinguill in
my 24 Foot Telelcope, the Spots faid ro be fecn on him.
Dire@iag my Tube for thac purpole, 1 accidentally fell
upon a imali whitith Appearance near the Planee, relems-
bling ia all refpedts {ach a Neculs as T lately deferibed
in Plnlo[ Tranfact. N° 347. but {maller. It feemed to
emit from its upper parc a very fhort kind of Radia-
tion directed towards the Eaft. bur Nertherly withal ;
which, confidering irs Situation, was nearly rowards the
Point oppofite to the Sun. The greac Lxght of the
Moon, then very near it and alfo near the Full, hin-
der’d this Phenomenon {rom being more diftin&ly fcen;
buc its Place in the Heavens was {ufficiently afcertained
from the Neighbourhood of #ars, from whom it was
but about half a Degree diftant towards the Southweit,
the differcnce of Latitude being fomewhar more rhan
that of Longxtude, and Mars being at that time in 7
17 30" with 3° 48 Souch Latituae, ic«‘wium.d the
piace thereof m 5% 12" with 4% 12’0 Lat South,
or thercabouts ; the which ma ay yet be more fecurely de-
rermined by he'p of two fivali fixe Stars I found sear ir,
the morc nownerly of which | judged to have the fame
iacitude wich ir, and to follow ir at about the Difiance
of i Minutes; the other Star was abour four Minuzes
mote fouther:y than the former, and abose cue Minvte
in coalequence thereot; the angle ar the Norihers Star
was a Lite obtuic, as of abour 1co Dfmr.;%, and rha
Diirnce of cur Nebula from it ‘efquiz/rer (o the Dilance
ot b0 rwo Jravs, Or rather a little more.  The Roverend
Mr. Jijes Willioms, Nis. dltan Thowas, and my ‘cif,
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contemplated this Appearance for above an Hour, viz.
from 10t to near twelve, and we could not be deceiv'd
as to its Reality ; but the Slowne(s of its Motion made
us at thar time conclude that it had none, and that it
was ratier 2 Nebala than a Comet,

However, {u{pefing thar it might have fome Motion,
1 artznacd the next Night, Fuse x1th, at the (ame Hours
and in the fame Company, when with {fome Difliculty by
reafon of the Thicknefs of the Air, we found the two
litcle Srars. buc the Nedalsz could not at that time be feen;
which we then impuced to the want of a clearer Sky.
But cn Saturdry, Fune 15. the Moon being ablent, and
the Air perfeétly clear, we-had .again a diftin®@ View
of the two Srars, with an entire Evidence that chere re-
mained no Foocﬁcp or Sign of it, in the place where we
had firlt feen this Phenomenon, . which we, therefore now
found to be a Comect. and thar being far without rhe
Orb of the Earth, and in it felf a very {mall Body, it
appearcd only like a little Speck of a Cloud, fuch as
would fcarce have been difcerned in an ordinary Tele-
{cope, much lefs by the naked Eye.

IX. An Account of Books, 1. Joannis Poleni in
Gymnafio Patavino Phil. Ord. Prof. & Scient.
Socictatum Regalium, quz Londini & Bero-
lini funt, Sodam De Mstu Aque mixto, Libri
duo, &c. 4™, i’atavia i717

HE Subjel here rreated of not bavisg hicherto
- fallen uader che O g "’cm.un m'_:‘i themartical

Writers, the Learned Author is ebliged to make

ufe of feveral Terms, which are cither whoil iy new, orat.
lant




